OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
GERALD €, MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Kon, Chas, E, Slaughter
Oounty Attorney
¥artin County
Stanton, Texas
Dear 81ir; Opinion Ro., O
Rery Liadbility o y for the expanse
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Your letter of May 16, 1 dguesting the opinion
of this department on the questior - n stated has been
received., : : owe i

"here thoro - : v qplliftod and

eight thousand
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orrteo space § @ for cay
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the acting comiisy - fail or vefuse to proe
vide ms.ttble ‘ 38 apace) either at the dourthouse
bulld the?e & » Sounty seat, snd in
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sessary furniture, light
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e county lisble for sush sxpense?”

5, 88 amended, Vernon's Annotated Civil
Btatutes; pro other thinst that the sounty attorney
and other county officials named thoroin shall keep their otncn
&t the eountw seats of thelir respective counties.

Beotions 1 and 2 of Article 3899b, as amended, Veraon's
Annotated Civil Statutes, read as follove:
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"Seotion 1. There shall be allowed to County
Judges, Clerks of the Distriot and County Courts,
Sheriffs, County Treasurers, Tax Assessors and Collec-
tora, such books, stationery, insluding blank bdbail
bonds and blank complainta, and office furniture as

. mAYy be necessary for their offices, to be paid for on
the order of the Commissioners Court out of the County
Treasury; and suitable offices shall also be provided
by the Cormissioners Court for sald officers at the
expense of the ocounty. And such books and stationery
as are neceasary in the performence of their duties

" shall also be furnished Justices of the Peace by saild
Qommissicners Court. Provided all purchases herein
must be approved by Commissioners Court, and must be
made under the provisions of Article 1659, Revised
Oivil BStatutes of Texas, 1925,

"Ses. 2. BSuitadble offices and stationery and
blanks necessary in the performance of their duties
may in the discretion of the Commissionsrs Court also
be furnished to resident Distrioct Judges, resident
Distrioct and County Attorneys, County Superintendents
and County Surveyors, and may be paid for on order :
of the Commissioners Court out of the County Treasury,."”

Section {a) of Article 3899, V.A.C.83., provides that
each officer named in the Act who is compensated on & fee dasis
"shall make as part of the report nov required by lav, an item-
ized and svorn statement of all the actual and necessary exponses
incurred by him in the conduct of his office, such as stationery,

stamps, telephone, premiums on officials' bonds, including the
cost ol sure ¥ boﬁdg for his 3eputies, premium on fire, burglary,

theft, robbery insurance protecting public funds, traveling
expenses and other necessary expenses,” the amount of such
expenses to be paid out of the fees earned by such officer.

This statute does not suthorize or require the commis-
sioners court to pay the expenses mentioned in your inquiry.

Under Seotion 2 of Article 3899b, as amsnded, the
commissioners oourt is not required to furnish suitable offices,
furniture, stationery and blanks necessary in the performance
of the duties of the county attorney, but such matters are left
antirely within the discretion of the commisaioners court, 1ir
the commissioners court has legally contracted or agreed to
furnish the county attorney & suitable office and furniture,
then the court would be liable for such expenses., Hovever, where
the commissioners court has not contracted or agreed to furnish
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& suitadble office or furniture, etc., for the county attornsy,
said commigsioners court would not be liable for such expenses.

Trusting that the foregoing aatisfactorily ansvers
your inquiry, we are

Yowrs very truly
"ATTORNEY OERERAL OF TEXAS
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